
THE APPA Newsletter 
Feb 3, 2009 
See This Weekend 

Lunar New Year (still being celebrated this weekend!)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_New_Year
http://www.asianamericanbooks.com/lny_ch_a.htm

Also, it’s Setsubun
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2285.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Setsubun

MISSION STATEMENT: 
Promote full utilization of the capabilities of the Enterprise's employees and champion 
the betterment of the 
company and community. Promote interest in Asian Pacific issues and culture and act 
as a bridge to all 
groups within our community. (substitute in your Enterprise and company, etc…) 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ed. by Douglas Ikemi 
(dkikemi@pacbell.net) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Back issues of the newsletter for all of 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008 
and 2009 are available at 
http://www.ikemi.info/APPA/newsletters.
(Rehosting plans have been cancelled for the time being.) 
if you want to look up some past event. 
This newsletter was originally published under the auspices of the Hughes Asian 
Pacific Professional Association (no longer extant). It currently has no affiliation and is available 
to anyone who is interested in downloading it. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please send in information on cultural events and news items to dkikemi@pacbell.net. 
The mac.com address will be shut down soon. Thanks to those who have. 
 
Long range calendar items: 

Chinatown Farmers Market EVERY THURSDAY FROM 2-6PM, the Chinatown Farmers' Mar-
ket takes place at Hill & Alpine bringing fresh fruits and produce by California Farmers to the 
Chinatown Community. FRIED BANANA, FRIED YAM, HAWAIIAN CHICKEN. We invite 
you to come and experience the Chinatown 
Farmers' Market. Free parking with purchase. 

The Downtown Arts District/Little Tokyo Farmers' Market 
Weller Court 2nd & San Pedro in Little Tokyo Summer Hours 10-3pm 
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Features fresh produce, Hawaiian Chicken, more food gifts...and live jazz band. 
Tuesdays from 10 a.m.- 3 p.m. 
The weekly market is held every Tuesday from 10 a.m.- 3 p.m year round, rain or shine. 
Sponsored by LARABA the market will include farm-fresh produce, Asian produce, organic 
produce, eggs, seafood, cheese, olives, olive oils, flowers, plants, bread and prepared foods and 
more. Hawaiian Chicken, Roasted corn on the cobb Local businesses interested in having a pre-
pared food booth at the market or individuals interested in volunteering at this non-profit event, 
please contact Susan Hutchinson at 
323-660-8660 for more information 

Los Angeles Public Library Celebrates our DiverseCity 
http://www.lapl.org/kidspath/events/diversecity/index.html 
The major cross streets are First and Temple Streets. The theatre is approximately 1/2 
mile east down First Street from the Music Center. 
Contact numbers and email: 
(213) 625-7000 telephone 
(213) 625-7111 fax 
info@eastwestplayers.org 
 
October 10, 2008 - January 24, 2009 
A Special World of 
TOMIHIRO HOSHINO 
Watercolor Exhibition of deeply moving poems and superbly wrought flower paintings 
9:30 am - 6:00 pm (Monday - Saturday) 
Sunday by appointment only, call 626 584 8841 
Free Admission 
Inspired by nature’s simple truths, Tomihiro’s images and verse give a rare insight into the depths 
of misery he faced and eventually overcame when in 1970, at the age of 24, the artist was left 
paralyzed from the neck down. His work also allows a glimpse of the heights the human spirit 
can scale. Holding a brush in his mouth, each stroke on paper brims with hope, courage, and an 
earnest joy of living. His art is a profound gift to all of us. 
2430 E. Colorado Blvd., Pasadena 91107, 626-584-8841 
www.shumeiarts.org 

*Asian Roots, American Reality: Photos by Corky Lee 
EXHIBIT DATES: November 16, 2008 – May 31, 2009 
Asian Roots, American Reality: Photographs by Corky Lee showcases the work of New York-
based photojournalist, Corky Lee, who is widely known as the most prolific photographer docu-
menting the Asian Pacific American experience. For the past 30 years, Lee's images have in-
creased the visual presence of the Asian Pacific American community while chronicling its ex-
pansion and evolution. The Chinese American Museum is proud to debut 88 timeless photo-
graphs from Corky Lee's career in his first major retrospective and only West Coast premiere. 
425 North Los Angeles Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Tuesday – Sunday 
10am to 3pm 
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$3 General 
$2 Seniors (60+) and Students with I.D. 
213-485-8567 or 213-485-8484 
http://camla.org/info.htm 

January 4 - March 1, 2009 11th Annual Shikishi Exhibition 
JACCC's Annual Shikishi Exhibition welcomes in the new year with over a hundred shikishi de-
signed and transformed by local and international artists, children and the elderly, community 
organizers and dignitaries. The exhibition, which is open to anyone with a creative spark and 
wants to express their hopes and aspriations for the New Year, features shikishi art work that is 
inspired by this year's theme Hatsu Shibai (First Performance) and the Ox, the animal sign for 
2009.  
George J. Doizaki Gallery 
Free Admission 
Gallery Hours: 
Tuesday-Friday, 12 noon to 5pm 
Saturday & Sunday, 11am to 4pm 
Closed Mondays and Holidays 
Japanese American Cultural and 
Community Center 
244 South San Pedro Street, Suite 505 
(between 2nd and 3rd Streets) 
Los Angeles (Little Tokyo), CA 90012 
(213) 628-2725 
Aratani/Japan America Theatre Box Office Info: 
(213) 680-3700 
www.jaccc.org 

Feb 15 JACCC Film Series
2PM
TRANSCENDING: THE WAT MISAKA STORY
A documentary film about Wat Misaka, the first Asian American pro basketball player. A 
Nissei who was born, raised and is still living in Utah, he was the very first draft pick of 
the New York Knicks, in 1947. TRANSCENDING - THE WAT MISAKA STORY is a 
documentary film about Wat Misaka, the first Asian American pro basketball player. A 
Nisei who was born, raised and is still living in Utah, he was the very first draft pick of 
the New York Knicks, in 1947. Overcoming the national political climate during World 
War II, Wat was a star player for the University of Utah 1944 and 1947 championship 
teams, taking 2 years off in between to serve in the U.S. Army. His perseverance and 
loyalty to his teammates, other Nissei friends (including those interned at Topaz) and his  
family are a testament to the unflappable Japanese American spirit.
This film includes in depth interviews with Wat and his family, teammates from his 
championship teams (including All-American star Arnie Ferrin of the Minneapolis Lak-
ers) sports authorities (including Knicks Historian Dennis D'Agostino and ubiquitous 
New York sportscaster Spencer Ross), and many who continue to look up to him as 
both a role model and personal hero. The film also has video clips from his 1944 and 
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1947 college games, rare footage from a visit to the Topaz Internment Camp, and 
countless photos of his triumphant career.
Directed by award winning filmmakers Bruce Alan Johnson and Christine Toy Johnson, 
this project was awarded two consecutive grants from the California Civil Liberties Pub-
lic Education Program. Plans are in motion to have screenings and accompanying panel 
discussions on exclusion at universities across the country.
$10 General Admission
$8 Senior/Student/Groups
$7 JACCC, JANM and VC Members
Japanese American Cultural and Community Center
244 South San Pedro Street, Suite 505
(between 2nd and 3rd Streets)
Los Angeles (Little Tokyo), CA 90012
(213) 628-2725
Aratani/Japan America Theatre Box Office Info:
(213) 680-3700

Feb 26 , 27 Sarah Chang Plays Mendelssohn
Walt Disney Concert Hall (Map/Directions) 
111 South Grand Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90012
323.850.2000
8PM Thu
http://www.laphil.com/tickets/performance_detail.cfm?id=3680
11AM Fri
http://www.laphil.com/tickets/performance_detail.cfm?id=3681
8PM Sat
http://www.laphil.com/tickets/performance_detail.cfm?id=3682

February 28, 2009 JACCC Film Series 
7:30pm
The World Premiere of Tadashi Nakamura’s film
A SONG FOR OURSELVES (2009)
The third and final film in Tadashi Nakamura’s trilogy following Yellow Brotherhood and 
Pilgrimage, A
Song for Ourselves is a personal journey into the life and music of Asian American 
Movement troubadour Chris Iijima.
During the 1970s when Asians in America were invisible to the country--and more im-
portantly even to themselves--the late Chris Iijima's music provided the voice and iden-
tity an entire generation had been in search of. Through animated photographs, intimate 
home movies, archival footage and Chris' own songs, A Song For Ourselves shows how 
Chris' music unleashed the contagious energy of the Asian American Movement with an 
unrelenting passion for social justice and a life well lived.
Director's Statement:
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The Asian American Movement not only worked for social justice, it created the commu-
nity into which I was born and raised. When I asked what the early movement was like, 
my mom simply played an old record for me. This was my first introduction to Chris Ii-
jima. When I got to know Chris myself, rather than seeing him as an OG from the past, I 
looked up to him as a role model for the present. When Chris got sick, the community 
that was created over thirty years ago came together from all parts of the country to 
care for him and his family in a way that made me realize the lasting power of the 
Movement. 
A Song For Ourselves is my attempt to capture the essence of this community I am 
grateful and proud to be a part of. 
This premiere screening will also feature LIVE performances by BLUE SCHOLARS, 
BAMBU, KIWI and special guest artists Nobuko Miyamoto and Charlie Chin.
$10 General Admission
$8 Groups 10+
Limited $50 VIP tickets; comes with your choice of a DVD of the film OR a mixtape by 
DJ Phatrick
Japanese American Cultural and Community Center
244 South San Pedro Street, Suite 505
(between 2nd and 3rd Streets)
Los Angeles (Little Tokyo), CA 90012
(213) 628-2725
Aratani/Japan America Theatre Box Office Info:
(213) 680-3700

March 15, 2009 JACCC Film Series  
11am (English), 2pm (English), 5pm (Japanese)
TOYO’S CAMERA - Japanese American History during WWII (2009)
A Documentary told through Toyo Miyatake's photograhs~
While cameras were prohibited in internment camps, there was one photographer who 
smuggled in a lens and built a camera with it, to caputre life behind barbed wired. That 
photographer was Toyo Miyatake. Toyo's photographs of internment camp capture the 
compelling stories of Japanese Americans during World War II in this feature documen-
tary.
The works of Toyo's mentors and companions, 20th century's famed photographers An-
sel Adams and Edward Weston, are also uncovered in this film. Close to 500 riveting 
photographs of Japanese Americans in internment camp come to life on the big screen. 
Coupling with Toyo's photographs is Grammy and Golden Globe Award winning artist, 
Kitaro's euphonious music. The powerful and vivid songs dramatically add energy to 
Toyo's photographs. The film ends with "Kenji," a song by Mike Shinoda from the band 
Linkin Park, who wrote this song based on his grandfather's internment.
www.toyoscamera.com
Presented by UTB and JACCC
Japanese American Cultural and Community Center
244 South San Pedro Street, Suite 505
(between 2nd and 3rd Streets)



Los Angeles (Little Tokyo), CA 90012
(213) 628-2725
Aratani/Japan America Theatre Box Office Info:
(213) 680-3700
Please note the 11am and 2pm screenings are in English and the 5pm screening is in 
Japanese and not subtitled.
$10 General Admission
$7 Advance tickets

The Samurai Re-Imagined: From Ukiyo-e to Anime 
The Samurai Re-Imagined explores the roots of the popular Japanese art forms of manga 
(graphic novels) and anime (animation) in the traditional arts of Japan by examining images of 
the iconic warrior, the samurai. 
Pacific Asia Museum 
46 North Los Robles Avenue, Pasadena California 91101 [Google Map] 
Hours: Wed – Sun: 10:00am-6:00pm 

The Torrance Cultural Arts Center announces its 2009 season of "Works in Progress" program 
Once World War II ended, Japanese Americans began telling their story for the first time. Works 
in Progress follows their evolving story from that moment to the present. 
FEB 16, 2009 (MON) Screening of Rabbit in the Moon by Emiko Mori 
FEB 25, 2009 (WED) Storytelling performance of HEROES/MY FRIEND TED by Alton 
Takiyama-Chung 
MAR 25, 2009 (WED) Music and stories of the Asian American movement with Nobuko Miya-
moto & Charlie Chin. 
APR 29, 2009 (WED) Story of Japanese Americans during WWII, BIG HEAD, by Denise Uye-
hara 
MAY 27, 2009 (WED) Mulitmedia performance IT'S GREAT 2B AMERICAN by Dan Kwong 
For more information contact the Torrance Cultural Arts Center at (310) 781-7171 or visit 
www.torrancelive.us 

JUNE 
Oodles of Noodles 
Torino Plaza  Torrance Cultural Arts Center, 3330 Civic Center Drive N. 
http://www.ci.torrance.ca.us/3398.htm
Oct 24-25, 2009 Japan Expo 
There doesnʼt appear to be a Japan Expo for 2008, or I missed it 
www.japanexpo.org 
See LA Library DiverseCity events at http://www.lapl.org/kidspath/events/diversecity/ 
index.html 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 This Weekend (and earlier/later) 
 

Feb 3 Chamber Music with Yuja Wang



8:00 PM
Walt Disney Concert Hall (Map/Directions) 
111 South Grand Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90012
323.850.2000
http://www.laphil.com/tickets/performance_detail.cfm?id=3663

Feb 7 San Gabriel Valley Annual Lunar New Year Parade & Festival
Street Festival - 10 am - 5:30 pm
On Valley Blvd. Between Garfield & Almansor
 Parade - 11:00 am to 12:30 pm
On Valley Blvd. from San Gabriel to Almansor 
http://www.lunarnewyearparade.com/

Friday, February 6, 2009, Noh, Pathos Behind the Mask
7pm
Aratani/Japan America Theatre
This rare and exciting performance and lecture/demonstration will introduce audiences 
to the performing arts of the royal court.
In this one time only event, Noh principal actor and lecturer Shizuka Mikata of the 
Kanze School in Kyoto, Japan will bring his keen understanding and traditional training 
to the United States for the first time for this touring program.
Shizuka Mikata was born in Kyoto in 1966 as the eldest son of NOH performer Ken Mi-
kata. He made his first appearance on the professional stage at the early age of 5, fol-
lowed by his first leading role at 12. Mikata went on to appprentice with the legendary 
NOH master and Japanese living national treasure of Japan, Kurouemon Katayama.
Through the Japan Foundation's International program, Shizuka Mikata will be joined by 
four outstanding figures, actor Michiharu Wakebayashi, flute player Manabu Takeichi, 
Kutsuzumi drummer Ichiro Kichisaka and Otsuzumi drummer Masaru Kawamura. To-
gether these classically trained Noh performers of the Kanze School will demonstrate 
with awe inspiring precision the true movements, sound and stories from the elusive art.
Accompanying this program will be a classically designed stage, wardrobe, musical in-
struments and images of Noh performance in Japan.
About Noh
Uniquely subtle and regal, Noh, one of the oldest forms of performing arts in the world 
today, has been performed since the 14th century in Japan. Veiled in a fog of intrigue 
and mystery, Noh features rhythmic musicians, choral chanters and masked actors as 
they tell the stories handed down over generations.
In Noh, tradition dictates each performer to practice the fundamental movements, songs 
and dances independently, making each performance fresh to the audience and per-
formers. A hybrid of improvised tradition, "Noh: Pathos Behind the Mask" will examine 
and demonstrate the many unique cultural traditions that have been handed down for 
generations.
Supported by
Consulate-Generals of Japan in Los Angeles, San Francisco, Portland, Seattle, and 
Denver
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Miyake Hotel Los Angeles
Kanze School of Noh in Kyoto, Japan
Japan America Society of Southern California
Japan Society of Northern California
Japanese American Cultural and Community Center
244 South San Pedro Street, Suite 505
(between 2nd and 3rd Streets)
Los Angeles (Little Tokyo), CA 90012
(213) 628-2725
Aratani/Japan America Theatre Box Office Info:
(213) 680-3700

Saturday, Feb 7, 2009  Books & Conversations 
Mei Ling in China City by Icy Smith 2:00 PM 
Through her new children’s book, Mei Ling in China City—a true story of friendship be-
tween a Chinese American girl in China City and a Japanese American girl in a concen-
tration camp—author Icy Smith (Sui Bing Tang) will present the history of the Los Ange-
les’s early Chinatowns, and the Chinese and Japanese American experiences during 
World War II. 
For sale through the Museum Store. 
JAPANESE AMERICAN NATIONAL MUSEUM 
369 East First Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
phone: 213.625.0414 
fax: 213.625.1770 
janm.org 

31st Annual Los Angeles Chinatown Firecracker 5k/10k Run 
Kiddie Run / Fun Walk | Sunday, February 08, 2009 
Celebrate the Year of the Ox 
Saturday – February 7, 2009 
(Pre-Registration / Late Registration Pick Up) 
10:00am - 3:00pm - T-shirt and bib pick-up for pre-registered runners and on-site late 
registration. (Chinatown Central Plaza). Parking lot next to Wonder Bakery on N. 
Broadway. 
Same Day Event - Firecracker Night n' Day, co-sponsored by BID, click here for details. 
Sunday – February 8, 2009 
(Race Day) 
5:00AM - Course, sound system & vendor booth set up; volunteer check-in 
6:00AM - Race day (late) registration and bib pick-up (ends when your event begins) 
7:00AM - Pre-Race activities 
7:15AM - Official Welcome 
- 7:30AM - Opening Ceremonies 
- 7:30AM - National Anthem 7:45AM - Lion Dancers perfom 
- 7:50AM - Lighting of 100,000 firecrackers to chase away evil spirits and signal runners 
to be in  place.



8:00AM - 5K Firecracker Run & 5k Walk start 
8:30AM - 10K Run start 
9:00AM - 5K Awards Presentation 
9:30AM - 10K Run Awards Presentation 
9:45AM - Firecracker Kiddie Run start 
Registration fees: 
                            Early Reg.                                  Late Reg.                   Race Day 
                           ( post mark by Jan 26, 2009) 
(after Jan 26, 2009)     Registration 
(S,M,L,XL shirt)    $25                                          $30                            $30 
(XXL shirt)            $27                                          $32                            $32 
 Kiddie Run 
 (Youth Med. shirt)$10                                          $15                           $15 
Group 10+ 
 (mail group entries together) 
 $22/person 
 $30/person 
 $30/person 
http://www.firecracker10k.org/ 

Feb 8 Kodo
7:30 PM
Walt Disney Concert Hall (Map/Directions) 
111 South Grand Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90012
323.850.2000
http://www.laphil.com/tickets/performance_detail.cfm?id=3667
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Where I  went last weekend (or the weekend before): 

See dkikemi.blogspot.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Resources: 
LACMA calendar: 
http://www.lacma.org/events/Calendar.aspx 
UCLA Asia Institute calendar: 
http://www.international.ucla.edu/asia/events/index.asp?action=monthview 
Japanese American National Museum 
http://www.janm.org/events/ 
Chinese American Museum 
http://camla.org/events/calendar.htm 
Korean Cultural Center 
http://www.kccla.org/ 
Japanese American Community Cultural Center 
http://jaccc.org/ 
Pacifica Asian Museum 
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http://www.pacificasiamuseum.org/calendar/whatsnew.htm 
------------------------------------------------------ 
Links to selected articles from the LA Times. To actually access the articles, you may 
have to sign up for a free account. 

'The Third Mind: American Artists Contemplate Asia: 1860-1989' at the Guggenheim
Exhibition focuses on Japan's influence on American artists.
By Scarlet Cheng
February 1, 2009 
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/arts/la-ca-asia1-2009feb01,0,3096371.story

Kobe Bryant to be honored by Asia Society
2:45 PM, January 27, 2009
-- Broderick Turner
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/sports_blog/2009/01/bryant-to-be-ho.html

A foreigner hopes to revive Japan's flagging spirits
An unlikely master brewer is hoping to revive the centuries-old drink's flagging popular-
ity -- an auburn haired Briton, Philip Harper, who fell in love with the drink and the cul-
ture that produced it.
By John M. Glionna
February 3, 2009 
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-japan-sake3-2009feb03,0,4448539
.story

American, Japanese pop culture meld in 'Afro Samurai'
Rap and Bushido? Anyone who knows RZA's Wu-Tang Clan work can see why he 
jumped at the chance to score 'Afro Samurai.'
By Charles Solomon
February 2, 2009 
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/la-et-afrosamurai2-2009feb02,0,752137.story

Jack Nakano, 75, dies; educator was youth-oriented theater arts guru
By Dennis McLellan
January 30, 2009 
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/arts/la-me-jack-nakano30-2009jan30,0,347
6978.story

Whale slaughter to increase; focus shifts to Iceland
2:26 PM, January 28, 2009
Pete Thomas
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/outposts/2009/01/outposts-has-be.html
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China issues citizens coupons to boost spending
With traditional bonuses drying up, many are reluctant to shop for the New Year holiday.
By Don Lee
January 31, 2009 
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-chinacoupons31-2009jan31,0,7786234.story

The conspiracy raging against 'Slumdog Millionaire'
Pete Hammond
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/season/2009/01/the-conspiracy.html

Review: 'Art of Two Germanys/Cold War Cultures' at LACMA
4:00 PM, January 28, 2009
Christopher Knight
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2009/01/art-of-two-germ.html
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