
Jan 8, 2013
See This Weekend

MISSION STATEMENT: Promote full utilization of the capabilities of the Enterprise's 
employees and champion the betterment of the company and community. Promote 
interest in Asian Pacific issues and culture and act as a bridge to all groups within our 
community. (substitute in your Enterprise and company, etc...) 
---------------------------------------------------------------------
 ed. by Douglas Ikemi (dkikemi@pacbell.net) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Back issues of the newsletter for all of 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 
2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 are available at http://www.ikemi.info/APPA/
newsletters. if you want to look up some past event. This newsletter was originally 
published under the auspices of the Hughes Asian Pacific Professional Association (no 
longer extant). It currently has no affiliation and is available to anyone who is interested 
in downloading it. ----------------------------------------------------------------------
 Please send in information on cultural events and news items to dkikemi@pacbell.net. 
The mac.com address will be shut down soon. Thanks to those who have.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Long range calendar items:

LLos Angeles Public Library Celebrates our DiverseCity
http://www.lapl.org/kidspath/events/diversecity/index.html

September 19, 2012—Pacific Asia Museum is pleased to announce the new exhibition 
Marking Transitions: Ceremonial Art in Indonesia on view November 2, 2012 through 
March 24, 2013.
Marking Transitions: Ceremonial Art in Indonesia will provide visitors a chance to
experience the connections between art and ritual in the lives of Indonesians through
objects created for a range of uses. Rituals remain an integral part of everyday life in
many regions of Indonesia, and objects such as finely woven textiles and elegantly
prepared knives carry great significance in both ceremony and performance. This 
exhibition will illuminate those meanings along with a focus on the extraordinary 
craftsmanship embedded in each object.
One such object that will be on view is a tampan cloth from the Lampung region of
southern Sumatra (pictured at top). This region became quite wealthy as a major 
producer of pepper along the spice trade routes, and this wealth along with the broad 
range of cultural influences is reflected in the rich textiles produced there. Tampan are 
small, ceremonial cloths that signify transition at many ceremonies, including weddings, 
births and funerals, and are often displayed or used to wrap food or other gifts. The 
cloth would also serve as a seat for elders or other prominent figures, or would be tied 
to the poles of new homes. The ship motif on this particular tampan is common to 
coastal regions along major trade routes, and further illustrates both transition and 
prosperity.
Together with other ceremonial objects, Marking Transitions will trace Indonesia’s rich
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material cultural tradition. The exhibition will be supported by a variety of related 
programs designed to engage all ages.
This exhibition has been made possible in part by the Los Angeles County Arts 
Commission and Sid and Betsey Tyler.
Pacific Asia Museum is located at 46 North Los Robles Avenue, Pasadena, California 
91101. The museum is open Wednesday through Sunday from 10 am to 6 pm. 
Admission is $9 general, $7 students/seniors, and free for museum members and 
children under 12. Admission is free every 4th Friday of the month.
For more information visit www.pacificasiamuseum.org or call (626) 449-2742.

Kimono in the 20th Century
March 30, 2012 - March 10, 2013
In the Frank and Toshie Mosher Gallery of Japanese Art
Download the exhibition brochure. [PDF: 2MB] 
Press release [PDF: 107KB]
This exhibition features a gift in 2008 from the June Tsukamoto-Lyon collection, which 
provided breadth and further quality to Pacific Asia Museum’s already substantial 
collection. Kimono in the exhibition run from the most formal type reserved for very 
special occasions to children’s clothing, undergarments and light summer wear. Fabric 
patterns in the kimono range from deep black with reserve details in white, to Op-art 
that dazzles the eyes, with each garment giving a strong sense of the wearer’s taste, 
the modes of contemporary fashion, or requirements of the season in which the kimono 
was worn.
The “thing to wear”, a kimono, is for Japan a signal of native culture, and indicates to 
the world that its wearer has dignity, class and an artistic sense. In the pre-modern era, 
up to 1868, when all well-heeled city dwellers, male and female, wore kimono—which 
then went by other names dependent upon sleeve length and whether it was inner or 
outer wear—there was great variety in ways of wearing. Layering, length, textile design 
and the way the obi sash would be tied, were all manners of denoting a specific 
occasion, season, or level of formality, also revealing fashion and personal taste. By the 
dawn of the 20th century, with most men wearing kimono only at home or for artistic 
occasions, styles for women began to regularize. The shape became standard, the 
manner of tying the obi was more or less set, and specific sleeve lengths, fabric weaves  
or colors would indicate age, season, occasion and level of formality. Longer sleeves or 
brighter tones indicate a younger wearer, while more grayed tones, small patterns and 
short sleeves denote someone of maturity. From the end of the first decade of the 20th 
century, kimono style became most dependent upon the textiles from which the kimono 
would be made, ranging from bold, strongly colored patterns to stylish repeat motifs.
The most common type of kimono purchased by women in the latter half of the 20th 
century to the present is the homongi (kimono for formal visits), which are often 
decorated with patterns that flow down from the shoulder. One sees the homongi 
kimono often at the New Year’s visit to a local Shinto shrine. Formal kimono such as 
these are worn to life occasions such as the first presentation of a baby to a Shinto 
shrine, a graduation, wedding, retirement party or funeral, and to artistic occasions such 
as a meeting for tea, displays of flower arranging, musical or theatrical performance of 
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native style. The exhibition features examples of all these types in a year-long rotation 
to reflect the seasons and delight the eye.
The exhibition is guest-curated by Hollis Goodall and supported by the Los Angeles 
County Arts Commission and Sid and Betsey Tyler
Pacific Asia Museum is located at 46 North Los Robles Avenue, Pasadena, California 
91101. The museum is open Wednesday through Sunday from 10 am to 6 pm. 
Admission is $9 general, $7 students/seniors, and free for museum members and 
children under 12. Admission is free every 4th Friday of the month.
For more information visit www.pacificasiamuseum.org or call (626) 449-2742.

September 23, 2012 - January 20, 2013
The Japanese American National Museum presents Giant Robot Biennale 3, its third 
show in conjunction with Eric Nakamura, owner of Asian American pop culture 
juggernaut Giant Robot. The expansive show features a gallery of eight emerging artists  
along with a customized vinyl figure collection.
Following two previous successful exhibitions at the National Museum, the Biennale 
continues to push the envelope with a creative, fresh, and uniquely interactive 
experience. This year’s exhibition highlights the works of Rob Sato, Deth P. Sun, Ako 
Castuera, Eishi Takaoka, Saelee Oh, Sean Chao, Albert Reyes, and Zach Gage, all with 
long ties to Giant Robot. Each artist brings their original style, from whimsical wall 
paintings and creatures in clay worlds, to a life-size “haunted” maze especially built for 
this Biennale.
Using figures designed by Uglydoll creator David Horvath, Nakamura curated Project 
Remix, a custom vinyl show with over 80 artists from seven countries—including the 
rare combination of both established customizers and fine artists. Special additions to 
the exhibition include an original piece from Japanese painter Masakatsu Sashie as well 
as arcade machines running Jeni Yang and Beau Blyth’s new indie video game, 
Catburger.
Japanese American National Museum. 100 N. Central Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90012
http://www.janm.org

15th Annual Shikishi Exhibition
Sunday, 01.06. 13- Sunday, 02.24.13
Every January Little Tokyo becomes the center for celebrating the Japanese New Year 
in Southern Califronia, with the JACCC heading up the festivities with programs that 
invigorate the spirit and imagination.
In celebration of the New Year, the JACCC distributesshikishi to members of the 
community to participate in a very unique exhibition, expressing hope for the New Year 
or a variation on the theme of Hatsu-Mato (First Target).
Shikishi paperboards have been used in Japan since the 12th Century for painting and 
writing poetry. Today inscribed shikishi are given as a gift to mark a memorable 
occasion.
George J. Doizaki Gallery
Admission Free
244 S. San Pedro Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012
Phone: (213) 628-2725
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info@jaccc.org

January 19-20, 2013 32nd Asian American Expo
″Celebrating the Lunar New Year festivities, building dialogue between the booming 
Asian and U.S. markets, offering joy, fun and happiness to all!″
10:00 am - 7:00 pm
An Event for the Ages!
The Asian American Expo features more than 800 booths in four large exhibition halls 
showcasing services in financial, insurance, medical, health, foods, 
telecommunications, banking and much much more. Furthermore the expo boasts three 
separate food courts and spectacular non-stop performances on six separate stages 
throughout both show days. 
Pomona Fairplex
Halls # 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8
1101 W. McKinley Avenue
Pomona, CA 91768
Asian American Expo Photo Contest
We invite each and every one of our friends to share your experiences with us in the 
coming Asian American Expo! Simply submit your masterpieces and win a prize! 
Wear Your Traditional Culture Outfit & Costume to the expo!!!
We welcome all visitors wearing their traditional culture outfits! Cheongsam(Qipao), long 
gown, mandarin jacket, Korean Hanbok, Japanese Kimono, Vietnamese Ao Dai, 
Indonesian Palembangese Songket etc... Show us your pride and receive an exquisite 
souvenir! 
Organizer
Chinese Overseas Marketing Service Corporation
3940 Rosemead Blvd.
Rosemead, CA 91770
(626)280-8588
http://www.asianamericanexpo.com/Lan_English/

Jan 19 Giant Robot Biennale 3: Project Remix Panel
Sat. 3:00 PM—4:00 PM
This panel will discuss Project Remix. Curated by Eric Nakamura, Project Remix is a 
custom vinyl show that features figures designed by Uglydoll creator David Horvath and 
customized by over 80 artists from seven countries—including the rare combination of 
both established customizers and fine artists. Check back for more details.
In conjunction with the exhibition Giant Robot Biennale 3
Japanese American National Museum
100 North Central Avenue, Los Angeles California 90012   
 phone: (213) 625-0414
http://www.janm.org

Jan 19 Queer Compulsions: Race, Nation, and Sexuality in the Affairs of Yone Noguchi 
by Dr. Amy Sueyoshi
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2PM
In September 1897 Yone Noguchi (1875–1947) contemplated crafting a poem to his 
new love, western writer Charles Warren Stoddard. Recently arrived in California, 
Noguchi was in awe of the established writer and the two had struck up a passionate 
correspondence. Still, he viewed their relationship as doomed—not by the scandal of 
their same-sex affections, but their introverted dispositions and differences in 
background. In a poem dedicated to his “dearest Charlie,” Noguchi wrote: “Thou and I, 
O Charles, sit alone like two shy stars, east and west!” While confessing his love to 
Stoddard, Noguchi had a child (future sculptor Isamu Noguchi) with his editor, Léonie 
Gilmour; became engaged to Washington Post reporter Ethel Armes; and upon his 
return to Japan married Matsu Takeda—all within a span of seven years. According to 
author Amy Sueyoshi, Noguchi was not a dedicated polyamorist: He deliberately 
deceived the three women, to whom he either pretended or promised marriage while 
already married. She argues further that Noguchi’s intimacies point to little-known 
realities of race and sexuality in turn-of-the-century America and illuminate how Asian 
immigrants negotiated America’s literary and arts community.
As Noguchi maneuvered through cultural and linguistic differences, his affairs 
additionally assert how Japanese in America could forge romantic fulfillment during a 
period historians describe as one of extreme sexual deprivation and discrimination for 
Asians, particularly in California. Moreover, Noguchi’s relationships reveal how 
individuals who engaged in seemingly defiant behavior could exist peaceably within 
prevailing moral mandates. His unexpected intimacies in fact relied upon existing social 
hierarchies of race, sexuality, gender, and nation that dictated appropriate and 
inappropriate behavior. In fact, Noguchi, Stoddard, Gilmour, and Armes at various points 
contributed to the ideological forces that compelled their intimate lives. Through the 
romantic life of Yone Noguchi, Queer Compulsions narrates how even the queerest of 
intimacies can more provocatively serve as a reflection of rather than a revolt from 
existing social inequality. In unveiling Noguchi’s interracial and same-sex affairs, it 
attests to the complex interaction between lived sexualities and socio-legal mores as it 
traces how one man negotiated affection across cultural, linguistic, and moral divides to 
find fulfillment in unconventional yet acceptable ways.
Japanese American National Museum
100 North Central Avenue, Los Angeles California 90012   
 phone: (213) 625-0414
http://www.janm.org

Jan 20 Lecture: Iconography in Chinese Rank Badges
2PM
The often fanciful animals pictured on the highly embroidered badges worn by military 
and court officials held a wealth of information. Collector and scholar Dr. David Hugus 
will discuss the badges’ symbols and their meanings. Sponsored by the Chinese Arts 
Council.
Pacific Asia Museum
46 North Los Robles Avenue, 
Pasadena, California 91101 
626-449-2742
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http://pacificasiamuseum.org

January 26, 2013 Innovation: East Asian Perspectives
"Innovation: East Asian Perspectives” is an international and multi-disciplinary 
conference that aims to explore the modern period in East Asia—centered on Korea—
through the keyword “innovation.” Innovation has functioned as an ideal of 
enlightenment, a grammar of practice that has propelled Western modernity and 
underpinned a powerful “civilization and enlightenment” movement in East Asia aimed 
at both identifying with and at the same time actively developing a new spatial stance 
against the W
Saturday,9:30 AM - 5:00 PM
314 Royce Hall, UCLA

http://www.international.ucla.edu/asia/events/showevent.asp?eventid=9807

February 2, 2013  3rd Annual Lunar New Year Festival
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For the third year in a row, Pacific Asia Museum invites the community to a pan-Asian 
celebration of Lunar New Year, a holiday celebrated by many cultures across Asia and 
the Pacific Islands. Inside the parking lot which will be tented for the event, a stage will 
host performances including a lion dance and the renowned Xiao Hong Hua children’s 
dance group from Nanjing, China, as well as performances representing other Asian 
cultures. The event will also feature activities, crafts and food trucks throughout the 
museum and in the tented parking lot. Visiting artists will also demonstrate a variety of 
traditional art forms from China.
pacificasiamuseum.org home Visit Our Blog
46 North Los Robles Avenue, Pasadena, California 91101 (626) 449-2742
Pacific Asia Museum

Feb 16, 2013 114th Annual Golden Dragon Parade
http://www.lagoldendragonparade.com
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This Weekend (and earlier/later)

Jan 12 Edible Adventures in Little Tokyo: Little Tokyo Rice Delights
This tour will bring you to the local shops and restaurants of Little Tokyo for an 
opportunity to sample all things rice! The stops will highlight foods such as arare, onigiri, 
and rice milk. $40 members, $50 non-members, includes admission. Comfortable 
walking shoes recommended. RSVP early, 15 students max.
10:00 AM—2:00 PM
Japanese American National Museum
100 North Central Avenue, Los Angeles California 90012   
 phone: (213) 625-0414
http://www.janm.org

Ikemi Douglas Oct 10, '12, 
7:36 PM
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Jan 12 Tour the Pacific Asia Museum
1-1:30 p.m
Enjoy a focused look at Highlights of the Collection, led by the museum's docents. A 
great way to learn more about Pacific Asia Museum's diverse collection! Free for 
members, included with museum admission for non-members.
46 North Los Robles Avenue, 
Pasadena, California 91101 
626-449-2742
http://pacificasiamuseum.org

Jan 13 Authors on Asia: Susan Jaques
2PM
Susan Jaques will speak on the history of Asian art collecting in the U.S. and sign her 
new book, A Love for the Beautiful: Discovering America's Hidden Art Museums. Some 
of the country's best art is hidden in plain sight, in museums largely unknown outside 
their regions. RSVP to 626-449-2742 ext. 20. Books will be available for purchase and 
signing.
Pacific Asia Museum
46 North Los Robles Avenue, 
Pasadena, California 91101 
626-449-2742
http://pacificasiamuseum.org

Jan 17 Giant Robot & JANM YPN Closing Party for Giant Robot Biennale 3
This event is free!
Celebrate another successful Biennale with Giant Robot, the JANM Young Professional 
Network, and many of the artists featured in Giant Robot Biennale 3 and experience the 
art (again) before the exhibition closes. For more information and reserve your space, 
please visit grb3closingparty.eventbrite.com
In conjunction with the exhibition Giant Robot Biennale 3
6PM
Japanese American National Museum
100 North Central Avenue, Los Angeles California 90012   
 phone: (213) 625-0414
http://www.janm.org

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Where I went last weekend (or the weekend before): See dkikemi.blogspot.com 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Resources:
LACMA calendar:
http://www.lacma.org/events/Calendar.aspx
UCLA Asia Institute calendar:
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http://www.international.ucla.edu/asia/events/index.asp?action=monthview
Japanese American National Museum
http://www.janm.org/events/
Chinese American Museum
http://camla.org/events/calendar.htm
Korean Cultural Center http://www.kccla.org/ Japanese American Community Cultural 
Center http://jaccc.org/ Pacifica Asian Museum http://www.pacificasiamuseum.org/
calendar/whatsnew.htm 
Cultrual News
ttp://www.culturalnews.com/
Los Angeles Public Library
p://www.lapl.org/events/
Orange County Agricultural and Nikkei Heritage Museum
http://fullertonarboretum.org/museum_nikkei.php

------------------------------------------------------
Links to selected articles from the LA Times and other papers. To actually access the 
articles, you may have to sign up for a free account.

Activist formerly opposed to GMOs explains his change of heart
By Karen Kaplan
January 8, 2013, 8:05 a.m.
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/sciencenow/la-sci-sn-gmo-food-safety-
conversion-mark-lynas-20130108,0,2270106.story

Yoshiki of X-Japan teases new Golden Globe theme song
By Randall Roberts, Los Angeles Times Pop Music Critic
January 7, 2013, 10:08 a.m.
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/envelope/music/la-et-ms-yoshiki-of-xjapan-
teases-new-golden-globe-theme-song-20130107,0,5158010.story

Taiwan ritual honors lost tribe of 'small people'
The Saisiyat indigenous group dances around the clock, fueled by meat and alcohol, to 
remember a dark-skinned pygmy-like people who once shared its territory.
By Ralph Jennings, Los Angeles Times
January 1, 2013, 5:28 p.m.
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-taiwan-
pygmies-20130102,0,1662679.story

Death of Indian rape victim spurs reflection, calls for reform
By Carol J. Williams
January 1, 2013, 2:00 a.m.
http://www.latimes.com/news/world/worldnow/la-fg-wn-indian-rape-death-
fallout-20121231,0,2657019.story?
reset_flag=true&email_token=1357801235976-1716919&h_token=243A9CD835D8B51
F543693AB13920138
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Obama Cabinet may not meet his own diversity standards
With Susan Rice out of the running for secretary of State, all of the president's second-
term appointees to date have been white males. Just wait, his spokesman says.
By Christi Parsons and Michael A. Memoli, Washington Bureau
January 9, 2013, 9:18 p.m.
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-obama-
administration-20130110,0,4200106.story

Umeboshi, Japanese apricot, Chinese plum: Prized fruit by any name
By Jeff Spurrier
January 8, 2013, 7:53 p.m.
http://www.latimes.com/features/home/la-lh-growing-
umeboshi-20130108,0,7655132.story

Elusive giant squid caught on video for the first time
By Deborah Netburn
January 8, 2013, 8:00 a.m.
http://www.latimes.com/business/technology/la-fi-tn-giant-squid-
video-20130107,0,2853791.story

Keiji Nakazawa dies at 73; Japanese artist of comic 'Barefoot Gen'
He used memories of surviving the atomic bombing of Hiroshima to create a gruesome, 
yet hope-driven magnum opus about a boy who lived through the 1945 attack.
By Marisa Gerber, Los Angeles Times
January 6, 2013, 12:23 p.m.
http://www.latimes.com/news/obituaries/la-me-keiji-
nakazawa-20130107,0,2473165.story

Sushi chain pays record $3,599 per pound for bluefin tuna
By Tiffany Hsu
January 7, 2013, 6:00 a.m.
http://www.latimes.com/business/money/la-fi-mo-sushi-bluefin-tuna-
tsukiji-20130106,0,346095.story

From gang member to team player
Luis Aroche's rough youth prepared him for an unusual career: The 'alternative 
sentencing planner' helps the San Francisco D.A. decide who needs lockup and who 
deserves another chance.
By Maria L. La Ganga, Los Angeles Times
January 7, 2013, 5:12 a.m.
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-luis-aroche-20130107,0,2161460.story

Obama advisor who had decried 'war on terror' now defends drones
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Harold Hongju Koh has become a symbol of national security policies that many feel are 
not significantly different than those of the Bush administration that he once criticized.
By David G. Savage, Washington Bureau
January 5, 2013, 4:09 p.m.
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-koh-
drones-20130106,0,1224580.story

Japanese leader wants to revisit apology for wartime suffering
By Barbara Demick
December 31, 2012, 10:16 a.m.
http://www.latimes.com/news/world/worldnow/la-fg-wn-japanese-leader-revisit-
apology-20121231,0,874752.story

Catherine O'Neill dies at 70; political activist, women's advocate
Catherine O'Neill was a well-known figure among Southern California Democrats, 
running twice for the state Senate. After observing conditions in refugee camps around 
the world, she helped found what is now the Women's Refugee Commission.
By Elaine Woo, Los Angeles Times
December 30, 2012, 3:54 p.m.

Chinese news organizations rally behind censored paper
By Barbara Demick
January 8, 2013, 10:39 a.m.
http://www.latimes.com/news/world/worldnow/la-fg-wn-chinese-news-organizations-
rally-behind-censored-paper-20130108,0,6998261.story

Getting up to date on a 19th century L.A. activist
Paul Bryan Gray spent years researching the life of Francisco P. Ramirez, the teenage 
editor of Los Angeles' first newspaper published entirely in Spanish.
By Larry Harnisch, Los Angeles Times
January 8, 2013, 5:30 p.m.
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-harnisch-clamor-20130109,0,2061551.story
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