April 1, 2025
See This Weekend

MISSION STATEMENT: Promote full utilization of the capabilities of the Enterprise's
employees and champion the betterment of the company and community. Promote interest in
Asian Pacific issues and culture and act as a bridge to all groups within our community.
(substitute in your Enterprise and company, etc...)

ed. by Douglas lkemi (dkikemi@gmail.com)

Back issues of the newsletter for all of 2000-2024 are available at http://www.ikemi.info/
APPA/ newsletters. if you want to look up some past event. This newsletter was originally
published under the auspices of the Hughes Asian Pacific Professional Association (no longer
extant). It currently has no affiliation and is available to anyone who is interested in
downloading it.

Please send in information on cultural events and news items to dkikemi@pacbell.net.

Introduction to Zen Meditation on Sat, April 26, 1:00 — 2:30 PM at Zenshuji Temple in Little
Tokyo

Join us for an introductory class on Zen meditation designed for beginners and open to
people of all faiths.

The class will cover the basic principles of Zen and Zazen meditation, including walking
meditation. There will be tea time after the class.

The class is led by Rev. Doshin Diana Johnson, a Zen priest in the Soto Zen tradition. After
over 30 years as a social worker and public servant, she changed careers and earned a
Master of Divinity in Buddhist Chaplaincy from the University of the West.

For further information about Zenshuji Temple, visit our website at www.zenshuji.org

[from Cultural News]

Send Your Love

April 27,2025

3:30 PM

We continue to create musical experiences through the Charity Events. Spring's annual event
is especially featuring Japanese culture and Kids due to the spirit of dedication to Japan's
3.11 tsunami.

https://www.tulipsinharmony.org/

“‘NEO-JAPONISM | SAMURAI AND BEYOND: Exploring Tradition Through Technology,” an
innovative exhibition in partnership with the Japan Broadcasting Corporation (NHK) that
brings Japan’s past vividly to life through cutting-edge technology.


https://www.tulipsinharmony.org/
http://www.zenshuji.org/

Friday, February 14 — Monday, September 1,

Dates 2025
Closed during the Academy Awards ceremony
Hours
weekend
Locatio Mon - Fri | 11:00 AM — 7:00 PM
Sat — Sun | 11:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Fee JAPAN HOUSE Gallery | Level 2

Free

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/Q/#label/AP/
WhctKLbVcZHFHkSgrEXVVMRTzprHHSsDFwjDsRKWNnTWJztQRLIZjxiDWsN{NrWkZCVKFT

a9

SMITHSONIAN’'S NATIONAL CONVERSATION ON RACE
Friday, March 28
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. PDT

FREE

The Democracy Center is honored to host the Smithsonian’s National Conversation on Race.
Building on last year’s discussions at the intersection of race at issues of wealth, health, and
the arts, this year’s dialogue examines the urgent contemporary forces shaping these issues.
With a focus on youth empowerment and the role of creative practice in fostering equitable
recovery from natural disasters, this gathering will illuminate pathways toward systemic
change.

The Daniel K. Inouye National Center for the Preservation of Democracy

Democracy Center

100 North Central Avenue

Los Angeles, CA, 90012

For tickets:
https://www.janm.org/democracy/events/2025-03-28/smithsonians-national-conversation-race

Cherry Blossom Festival

The Cherry Blossom Committee and the City of Monterey Park are delighted to present the
25th Annual Cherry Blossom Festival on April 12-13, 2025 at Barnes Park, located at 350 S.
McPherrin Ave. Entry to the festival is Free.
https://www.montereypark.ca.gov/673/Cherry-Blossom-Festival

2025 Cherry Blossom Festival
WHEN

Saturday, April 26, 2024

2pm — 7pm


https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#label/AP/WhctKLbVcZHFHkSgrFXVvMRTzprHHSsDFwjDsRKWnTWJztQRLlzjxjDWsNtNrWkZCVKFTqg
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#label/AP/WhctKLbVcZHFHkSgrFXVvMRTzprHHSsDFwjDsRKWnTWJztQRLlzjxjDWsNtNrWkZCVKFTqg
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#label/AP/WhctKLbVcZHFHkSgrFXVvMRTzprHHSsDFwjDsRKWnTWJztQRLlzjxjDWsNtNrWkZCVKFTqg
https://www.montereypark.ca.gov/673/Cherry-Blossom-Festival
https://www.janm.org/democracy/events/2025-03-28/smithsonians-national-conversation-race

WHERE

Plaza West Covina

112 Plaza Dr

West Covina, CA 91790

DETAILS

The ESGVJCC is excited to partner once again with Plaza West Covina and the City of West
Covina to present the 2025 Cherry Blossom Festival! This annual festival marks the beginning
of spring; the newly emerging blossoms represent hope, beauty, and new life.

The festival will take place outside in the mall's main parking lot by the 10 Freeway!

Find us by Lazy Dog Restaurant and Red Robin.
https://www.esgvjcc.org/2025-cherry-blossom-festival/

Closed for Renovations
JANM’s Pavilion is closed for renovation and will reopen in late 2026. While the museum and

store are closed, join us for programs and events on our Little Tokyo campus, throughout
Southern California, and beyond.

Debut! Yuri Kochiyama Digital Exhibition and Collections Webinar!

UCLA AASC Events

Last month [July 2024], presenters took us on a tour of:

Online exhibit tracing Yuri’'s journey of politicization & growth to becoming an

organizer & social movement activist

New digital collections containing over 4,000 unique images from her collection

housed at UCLA

Resources and reflections to learn from Yuri and the life she led

In case you missed it, we are including the links to the full webinar recording, resource list,
and live digital exhibit and collections website below. We encourage you to share these with
friends, colleagues, and community.

Zoom Webinar Recording

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bsqsWMsSg-4

Further Reading & Resources

LIVE: Yuri Kochiyama Digital Exhibit and Collections

A UCLA AASC Website

https://learn.aasc.ucla.edu/kochiyama/-

Cai Guo-Qiang: A Material Odyssey

By Cai Guo-Qiang

September 17, 2024 through June 15, 2025

For several decades, artist Cai Guo-Qiang has used gunpowder and pyrotechnics to create
drawings, paintings, and explosion events.

Timed tickets are required for entrance. Sixty-minute time slots offered. Reservations are
recommended.

Limited same-day tickets are offered on a first-come, first-served basis.


https://learn.aasc.ucla.edu/kochiyama/-
https://www.esgvjcc.org/2025-cherry-blossom-festival/

+A ticket to A Material Odyssey includes access to all Galleries, the Courtyard, and the
Auditorium.USC Pacific Asia Museum

46 North Los Robles Avenue

Pasadena, California 91101

To reserve your ticket, call 626-787-2680 during museum operating hours.
https://pacificasiamuseum.usc.edu/exhibitions/cai-guo-giang-a-material-odyssey/

EXHIBITION

Mineo Mizuno: Homage to Nature

This site-specific work explores the fragility of the Earth’s ecosystem, as well as the
destruction of the forest and its potential for regeneration. The sculpture celebrates the beauty
of wood in its natural state and emphasizes its potential as a reusable and renewable
resource.

May 25, 2024—May 25, 2029 https://huntington.org/exhibition/mineo-mizuno-homage-nature
MAR 02 — JAN 05, 2025

Stanford University providing digital collection of Japanese newspaper overseas from late
19th century to 1950s [From Cultural News] https://hojishinbun.hoover.org/

Ongoing

Henry Sugimoto’s Artistic Evolution
https://www.janm.org/exhibits/henry-sugimoto/bioStep into the captivating world of Henry
Yuzuru Sugimoto, a Japanese American artist whose journey

from Wakayama, Japan, to Hanford, California, and ultimately to the bustling streets of
Manhattan,...

Wakaji Matsumoto—An Artist in Two Worlds: Los Angeles and Hiroshima, 1917-1944

This online exhibition also features essays by Karen Matsumoto, Wakaiji's granddaughter, and
Dennis Reed, the curator of the exhibition

Wakaji Matsumoto | Japanese American National Museum (janm.org)

ONGOING

An American Vocabulary

An American Vocabulary: Words to Action is a collaborative project by visual artist Audrey
Chan and rapper jason chu. This set of flash cards portrays figures, events, and practices
rooted in...

An American Vocabulary | Japanese American National Museum (janm.org)

EXHIBITION

Stories and Voices from L.A. Chinatown

Explore the history of Los Angeles' Chinatown, the first community in North America to be
planned and owned by people of Chinese descent.

Archive Alive: Stories and Voices from L.A. Chinatown (lapl.org)

Unmasking Anna May Wong Exhibit
The Chinese American Museum invites you to the opening reception of our latest exhibition,
Unmasking Anna May Wong on Thursday, May 23rd at 6:30 — 9:00 pm. CAM Members can


https://hojishinbun.hoover.org/

have a special preview at 5:30pm.

Unmasking Anna May Wong will run from May 24, 2024 — Jan 26, 2025.
Now extended, May 24, 2024 - April 27, 2025
https://camla.org/upcoming-events/

Previously:

Golden Dragon Parade now scheduled for March 22, 1-4 PM

(1L ANWW.I1ACNIN AT D1 ( [105-

parade

Traveling Exhibition

Built Environment:

An Alternative Guide to Japan

Dates:

January 26 - Feburary 28, 2025

Hours:

Mon-Fri: 9:00pm-6:00pm, Sun: 12:00pm-6:00pm
Closed on Saturdays

Opening Reception:

5:00-6:30pm Friday, January 24, 2025
RSVP(preffered)

Location:

SCI-Arc Kappe Library Gallery

(960 East 3rd Street Los Angeles, CA 90013)
Admission: FREE

https://www.iflalc.org/event-details.php/242/built-environment-an-alternative-quide-to-japan

South Coast Botanic Garden Lunar New Year Festival throughout February weekends

https:/isouthcoastbhotanicgarden.orgl/

JAPAN HOUSE Los Angeles is proud to present the U.S. debut of the touring exhibition
"Masters of Carpentry: Melding Forest, Skill and Spirit" in partnership with the Takenaka
Carpentry Tools Museum in Kobe, showcasing the rich traditions of Japanese daiku (master
carpenters)

Dates

Wed. November 20, 2024 — Wed. January 22,

2025

Hours

Closed: Thur. November 28 & Wed.

December 25

Location

Mon - Fri | 11:00 AM — 7:00 PM

Fee


https://southcoastbotanicgarden.org/
https://www.jflalc.org/event-details.php/242/built-environment-an-alternative-guide-to-japan
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/cj58h4z
https://www.lachinesechamber.org/events-1/2025/2/8/126th-annual-golden-dragon-parade
https://www.lachinesechamber.org/events-1/2025/2/8/126th-annual-golden-dragon-parade
https://camla.org/upcoming-events/

Sat—Sun | 11:00 AM - 8:00 PMJAPAN HOUSE Gallery | Level 2

Free
https://www.japanhousela.com/exhibitions/masters-carpentry-melding-forest-skill-spirit-
woodworking-daiku-takenaka-dougukan/

Oct 19, 2024 - Jan 05, 2025

Contested Histories: Preserving and Sharing a Community Collection
October 19, 2024 - January 05, 2025

Japanese American National Museum

100 North Central Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90012
https://www.janm.org/exhibits/contested-histories-community

Note that many events are being cancelled or rescheduled due to the wildfires and threat of
more wildfires due to predicted increased wind events this week. For example, | received an
email stating:

“Due to the wildfires resulting in a significant impact on air quality and the strain on local
resources, we have made the decision to postpone all of the Los Angeles Firecracker
Run/Walk, Bike, Kiddie & Dog events that were originally scheduled for February 1 & 2,
2025

Many museums and gardens are closed, especially in the Pasadena and Arcadia areas.
The last | checked the South Coast Botanic Garden is open.

This is a major tragedy for the Los Angeles area and | hope it doesn’t spread to OC and
Ventura.

Note that the Huntington Library and Gardens are closed through Friday, and | would not plan
on visiting during the weekend. | think there was supposed to be a Japanese New Year
celebration on Sunday.

Giant Robot Biennale 5

Japanese American National Museum 100 North Central Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90012

https://www.janm.org/exhibits/grb5

Emergence: Art from Life

Oct 8, 2024-Dec 15, 2024

George J. Doizaki Gallery, Tea Room

Tuesday-Sunday 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

George J. Doizaki Gallery, Tea Room

244 S. San Pedro Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012

Free

Emergence: Art from Life is singular among PST ART exhibitions for its presentation of living
biological artworks and projects created in collaboration with a global cohort of synthetic
biologists and medical researchers. Visitors will encounter human bones grown from
synthetic mother-of-pearl; objects dyed with bioengineered indigo pigment; and living,


https://www.janm.org/exhibits/grb5
https://www.janm.org/exhibits/contested-histories-community

microscopic human tear glands that cry. These works invite us to consider what it means to
be human now: our aspirations, follies, entanglements, and impacts on symbiotic life forms,
each other, and the planet.

8th Annual Cultural Ikebana Exhibition

Jan 4, 2025-Jan 5, 2025

Celebrate the start of 2025 with the breathtaking art of Japanese flower arranging...
Time

12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Where

George J. Doizaki Gallery

244 S. San Pedro Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012

Price

Free

Sunday, Jan 05, 2025

11:00 AM - 5:00 PM

2025 Oshogatsu Family Festival—Year of the Snake

Join us at the Japanese American National Museum as we welcome the Year of the Snake
with cultural performances, crafts, and activities for families and kids of all ages!

Japanese American National Museum100 North Central Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Buy tickets at:
https://www.janm.org/events/2025-01-05/2025-oshogatsu-family-festival-year-snake

42nd Annual Kotohajime: Hatsu-Ho #/jf# (First Crop)

When Wed, Jan 1, 2025 1:00 pm

Time 1:00 pm

Where jaccc.org

Price Free

Ring in the New Year with a vibrant celebration of Japanese tradition and culture at JACCC's
42nd Annual Kotohajime: Hatsu-Ho #jf#(First Crop). Premiering January 1, 2024, at 1 pm
(PST), this virtual event is free to stream on JACCC.org.

“Oshogatsu in Little Tokyo” Japanese culture programs to take place on Jan. 1, 2025

2025 Oshogatsu in Little Tokyo Japanese culture programs will take place on Wednesday,
January 1, 2025 at Weller Court and Japanese Village Plaza. 2025 New Year’s Cerebration is
presented by the Japanese Chamber of Commerce of Southern California and the Japanese
Chamber of Commerce Foundation. Event is open to the public and admission free.

https:/iwww.culturalnews.com/

This Weekend and more:


https://www.culturalnews.com/
https://jaccc.org/events/42nd-annual-kotohajime/
https://www.janm.org/events/2025-01-05/2025-oshogatsu-family-festival-year-snake
https://jaccc.org/events/8th-annual-cultural-ikebana-exhibition/
https://jaccc.org/events/emergence-art-from-life/

Bunka-Sai Japanese Cultural Festival Coming to Torrance on April 5 &6

The cultural festival will be from 11 am to 5 pm on April 5-6, Saturday and Sunday, and will be
located at the Torrance Cultural Arts complex at the corner of Madrona Avenue and Torrance
Blvd.

3341 Torrance Blvd, Torrance 90503

https://www.torrancesistercity.org/bunkasai.html

OC Japan fair 2025

April 4-6, 2025

4/4 (FRI)  4:00PM-10:00PM

4/5 (SAT)  12:00PM-10:00PM

4/6 (SUN) 11:00AM-7:00PM

PARKING FEE $12

Gate 1 (follow signage upon arrival for Gates and Parking directions as Gate 1 may change)
OC FAIR & EVENT CENTER

88 Fair Dr, Costa Mesa, CA 92626

General ADMISSION

$12 (until Feb 28) / $15 (March 1- April 3)

$18 (After April 4th, 12:00am)

Children 6 and under & over 65 are FREE

Admission to the OC Japan Fair also includes admission to Freedom LA.
No Pet Allowed (Service Dog Only)

https://www.oc-japanfair.com/#info

Film Screening and Q&A: "Snow in Midsummer"

Snow in Midsummer is set in Kuala Lumpur at two different periods of time: first on May 13,
1969, and then, on May 13, 2018; it revolves around Ah Eng, a young woman, and her
mother who lose contact with the father and brother of the first amid political riots, in the first
part, and, in a second chapter, the remembrance of this moment 49 years later.

Friday, April 4, 2025

6:00 PM - 8:30 PM

James Bridges Theater (Melnitz Hall, Rm 1409)

I[e|¥.W Asia Pacific Center

Apr 08

Opening Reception for "PATH TO THE PERFECT CUP: Coffee Culture in Japan"

There are various ways to brew coffee. Perhaps the most popular brewing tool is the dripper,
and the best-known examples are produced by companies in Japan. But why, if Japan is
traditionally associated with tea, is this the case? It can be argued that Japan’s tea culture is
the foundation upon which Japanese coffee culture flourished to its current form.


https://www.oc-japanfair.com/#info
https://freedom-la.com/
https://www.torrancesistercity.org/bunkasai.html

This exhibition, organized in collaboration with Kurasu, explores the effects that coffee has
had on Japan and, simultaneously, the extraordinary contributions that Japan has made to the
global coffee community.

The Japan Foundation, Los Angeles
5700 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 100, Los Angeles, CA 90036

View on map
08:30pm

Register at
https://Ip.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/k4n6xvf/Ip/87b53319-e98e-460c-a187-
6f5e7e87cb4e?source id=dac1110c-b03b-4a52-907d-

5df61db4d945&source type=em&c=AqYxroN6shLJjeUauezaC48bUXJg KX1CxEee4hKuVZ
g-IWbVw2BXA

Previously:

The 2025 Cherry Blossom Festival - Sunday, March 30, 2025, from 11 AM to 4 PM at
Columbia Park.

Join us and experience great performances, unique crafts, and amazing food!

FREE parking and shuttle service at 20420 Madrona Ave., Torrance, CA.

DOWNLOAD EVENT FLYER
https://www.torranceca.gov/services/cultural-services-division-arts-and-classes/cherry-blossom-
cultural-festival

Not Your China Doll: The Wild and Shimmering Life of Anna May Wong

Sat, Mar 29

Join author Katie Gee Salisbury for a presentation and book signing of her debut book "Not
Your China Doll", celebrating Anna May Wong, the first Asian American movie star.

2:00 PM - 3:30 PM

The Homestead Museum, 15415 Don Julian Rd, City of Industry, CA 91745, USA

RSVP at
https://www.homesteadmuseum.org/event-details/not-your-china-doll-the-wild-and-
shimmering-life-of-anna-may-wong

March 22

126th Annual Golden Dragon Parade

1-4 PM

North Broadway in Chinatown
https://www.instagram.com/chinesechamberla/p/DFqj6JaSgyE/?hl=en



https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/k4n6xvf/lp/87b53319-e98e-460c-a187-6f5e7e87cb4e?source_id=dac1110c-b03b-4a52-907d-5df61db4d945&source_type=em&c=AqYxroN6shLJjeUauezaC48bUXJg_KX1CxEee4hKuVZq-IWbVw2BXA
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/k4n6xvf/lp/87b53319-e98e-460c-a187-6f5e7e87cb4e?source_id=dac1110c-b03b-4a52-907d-5df61db4d945&source_type=em&c=AqYxroN6shLJjeUauezaC48bUXJg_KX1CxEee4hKuVZq-IWbVw2BXA
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/k4n6xvf/lp/87b53319-e98e-460c-a187-6f5e7e87cb4e?source_id=dac1110c-b03b-4a52-907d-5df61db4d945&source_type=em&c=AqYxroN6shLJjeUauezaC48bUXJg_KX1CxEee4hKuVZq-IWbVw2BXA
https://whzs8zfab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_26u7h7Wku6_ML7J86v94Pp3UbT8qzJ1duv-S56ZCn6lDIODR7cLmEIqnSiBEba2dc3Lx0nsGLcSZ-w3A-Veop68tL3xShROrujq6R7PurzkNfzbRqWXnrQFyxrStCB0mGVfk7_eixTPWeIVJ8uQHLUrcQjIHiBCbd1-pHnDl3MD5cOvPpr6E_lnIuz2uYnsO2SxqktuA0Ts8i1gwkCezJo7qiWaZBqTucVCtYOjXrsfjrjxiH6ClCPB-pf3wVzEGnncwmZrQ_M=&c=AqYxroN6shLJjeUauezaC48bUXJg_KX1CxEee4hKuVZq-IWbVw2BXA==&ch=ioANdQHQr60aWbCCQabQwfnjML0EXmWaEsSxO1PTjg9iVTtpnmn6kA==
https://www.instagram.com/chinesechamberla/p/DFqj6JaSgyE/?hl=en
https://www.homesteadmuseum.org/event-details/not-your-china-doll-the-wild-and-shimmering-life-of-anna-may-wong
https://www.homesteadmuseum.org/event-details/not-your-china-doll-the-wild-and-shimmering-life-of-anna-may-wong
https://www.homesteadmuseum.org/event-details/not-your-china-doll-the-wild-and-shimmering-life-of-anna-may-wong
https://www.torranceca.gov/services/cultural-services-division-arts-and-classes/cherry-blossom-cultural-festival
https://www.torranceca.gov/services/cultural-services-division-arts-and-classes/cherry-blossom-cultural-festival
https://www.torranceca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/93310/638718464938130000

March 2025 | Cherry Blossom Festival

Shoseian Cherry Blossom Festival

March 16th, 2025

10:00am — 3:00pm

Entrance to the Festival is FREE.

Tea Ceremonies require advanced reservations. Tickets are $25.00 each.
FESTIVAL PERFORMANCES:

10:00 — 11:00 Japanese Dance & Koto Music by Tendo Ryu & Kotoeda Group
11:00 — 11:30 African Drumming by The Peace Players & Gerald Rivers
11:30 — 12:00 Katori Shinto Ryu — Old School Martial Arts by Kitano-sensei
12:00 - 12:10 Remarks by Consul General Sone of Japan

12:15 - 1:00 Sumo by Sumo Dan

1:00 — 1:30 Indian Clubs and Stick Fighting by the Kailukuan School

1:30 — 2:00 Kimono Show by Nadeshiko-kai

2:00 — 2:30 Live Music & Village Dancing by Team Kawachi Ondo

2:30 — 3:00 J-Pop/Rock Music by Allie Takehana “The Kewpiez”

TEA CEREMONIES:

10:00am - 10:45am

12:00pm - 12:45pm

1:30pm - 2:15pm

*all seatings are by reservation only.

ADDITIONAL EXHIBITS & DISPLAYS

Japanese Music by DJ “Yui Sensational”

Japanese Calligraphy — Shodo Table

Ink Brush Painting by Nan Rae Studios

Virgil’s Healing Hut

San Fernando Japanese Language Institute

“Friends of Shoseian” Booth featuring Japanese Onigiri, Mochi & snacks
Bonsai Display by Kaz Nakanishi

Katori Shinto Ryu Information Booth

Kimono Culture Booth by Nadeshiko Kai

Tokyo Style Food Truck
https://www.glendaleteahouse.org/events/march-2025-cherry-blossom-festival

Hinamatsuri (Girl's Day) Doll Display

When

Sat, Mar 1, 2025 - Sun, Mar 16, 2025

Tuesdays - Sundays * 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Where

George J. Doizaki Gallery/Tea Room

244 S. San Pedro St., 1st Floor Lobby, Los Angeles, CA 90012



https://www.glendaleteahouse.org/events/march-2025-cherry-blossom-festival

Price
Free
https://jaccc.org/events/hinamatsuri-girls-day-doll-display/

Taiwan, China, and the Global South: Between Ideological Axes and Convergences in Africa
Taiwan in the World Lecture Series

Thursday, March 6, 2025

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM (Pacific Time)

Online

Register at

https://www.international.ucla.edu/apc/event/17077

Firecracker 10K now scheduled for March 8-9
https://firecracker10k.org/

Saturday, Mar 08, 2025

Films of Remembrance

Films of Remembrance is the premier showcase of films commemorating the forced
incarceration of Japanese Americans in American concentration camps during World War |l,
presented by the Nichi Bei Foundation. JANM is excited to be hosting some of the screenings
on March 8.

Please visit the Films of Remembrance website for film descriptions, to purchase an All-Day
Pass or individual screening tickets, and to view screening schedules for the other venues in
San Francisco (February 22), San Jose (February 23), and Gardena Valley Japanese Cultural
Institute (March 9).

https://www.janm.org/events/2025-03-08/films-remembrance

The Camp: An Opera in Two Acts

Sat, Feb 22, 2025 - Sun, Mar 2, 2025

Sat, Feb 22, 2025 & Sat, Mar 1, 2025 | 7:30 pm

Sun, Feb 23, 2025 & Sun, Mar 2, 2025 | 2:30 pm
Aratani Theatre

244 S. San Pedro Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012

Price

$20.00-85.00 (+ $2.00-8.50 fee)
https://jaccc.org/events/the-camp-an-opera-in-two-acts/

Saturday, Mar 01, 2025
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Special Screening: “The Dragon Painter” featuring Sessue Hayakawa



https://www.janm.org/events/2025-03-01/special-screening-dragon-painter-featuring-sessue-hayakawa
https://www.janm.org/events/2025-03-08/films-remembrance
https://2025.filmsofremembrance.org/
https://www.janm.org/events/2025-03-08/films-remembrance
https://firecracker10k.org/
https://www.international.ucla.edu/apc/event/17077
https://www.international.ucla.edu/apc/event/17077
https://www.international.ucla.edu/apc/event/17077
https://jaccc.org/events/hinamatsuri-girls-day-doll-display/

Join the Little Tokyo Historical Society and the Japanese American National Museum for a
special screening of the 1919 silent film, The Dragon Painter, with live music composed and
performed by Goh Nakamura. The program will include remarks by Dr. Daisuke Miyao, a
professor of Japanese films at the University of California San Diego.

Free

Japanese American National Museum

100 North Central Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Tickets at
https://www.janm.org/events/2025-03-01/special-screening-dragon-painter-featuring-sessue-

hayakawa

Exploring Taiwan with Miss Chizuru: The Fictional Craft of Taiwan Travelogue
Wednesday, February 19, 2025

9:30 AM - 10:45 AM (Pacific Time)

Kaplan Hall, Rm A51

Register at

https://www.international.ucla.edu/apc/event/16986

[Dont’t think | can make it so | bought the book, available on Kindle as well as print]

Attend in Person

Open to the Public and Free with Reservation

Scholarly Lectures

Breaking Curfew: Everyday Japanese American Resistance during World War Il

Wed., Feb. 19| 7:30-8:30 p.m.

Professor Anna Pegler-Gordon uses previously overlooked FBI case files to explore the
extensive everyday resistance of Japanese Americans during World War I1.

Education and Visitor Center, Rothenberg Hall
https://huntington.org/event/breaking-curfew-everyday-japanese-american-resistance-during-
world-war-ii?utm_source=The+Huntington&utm campaign=90e67a3b4d-this-week-at-the-
huntington-2025-02-18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-acbb05ca10-
229794662&goal=0 f3661894cf-90e67a3b4d-
229794662&mc_cid=90e67a3b4d&mc_eid=85fe1fd7c1

In the Tune of Art: 15-String Bass & Trumpet

Why not music inspired by art while surrounded by art? In this new series, "In the Tune of Art,"
we select music that matches the theme and artwork of the current exhibition and invite you to
enjoy the melody in that environment. For the second session, we will be presenting an
innovative 15-string electric bass to accompany the exhibition "ETHEREAL.: Interpretations of
the Ryugujo Myth". LA-based musician Kai Kurosawa will play his invention. He will also
collaborate with trumpet player Dan Rosenboom. Admission is free, registration is required.
The Japan Foundation, Los Angeles
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5700 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 100, Los Angeles, CA 90036
Feb 20, 2025 07:00pm PT - Feb 20, 2025 08:30pm PT
https://www.iflalc.org/event-details.php/248/in-the-tune-of-art-15-string-bass

Asian American Expo

Schedule:

February 15 - 16, 2025 from 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Location:

Expo Hall 4

Parking:

Gates 9 & 17

$20.00 General Parking (Debit/Credit Card only)
Directions:

CLICK HERE for the directions.

For tickets:
https://fairplex.com/event/asian-american-expo-2/

Lunar New Year: Celebrating the Year of the Snake

Saturday, February 15; 9am-2pm.

At the LA Arboretum
https://arboretum.org/events/lunar-new-year-celebrating-the-year-of-the-snake-2025/2025-02-
15

2ND & PCH Lunar New Year Celebration

Saturday, February 15-starting at 1:00pm

6400 Pacific Coast Hwy, Long Beach, CA 90803, USA
https://2ndandpch.com/portfolio/lunar-new-year-celebration-2/

Los Angeles Day of Remembrance

A Legacy of Courage: Nikkei Women Persevering Through Incarceration and Beyond
Saturday, February 15-2:00 — 4:00pm

Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple 815 East First St., 90012
bree but tickets needed at
bttps://www.janm.org/events/2025-02-15/2025-los-angeles-day-remembrance
d

Alhambra Lunar New YearSaturday, February 8-9:00am — 5:00pm

Main St. in Alhambra

bttps://www.alhambralunarnewyear.com/

n

Discover Nikkei Fest, SHARING INTERNATIONAL NIKKEI FAMILY STORIES
Saturday, February 8-3:30 — 4:30pm registration required

More Nikkei festival events requiring tickets, some with fees.
https://discovernikkei.org/en/events/2025/02/08/6992/
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Lunar New Year at Pacific Asia Museum

Scheduled for Feb. 1

https://calendar.usc.edu/event/lunar-new-yearpam?
utm_campaign=widget&utm_ medium=widget&utm_source=Event+Calendar

Upcoming In February at the UCLA Asia Pacific Center:
Subjects and Sojourners: A New History of Indochinese in France

Wednesday, February 5, 2025

4:00 PM - 5:30 PM (Pacific Time)

Webinar

register at

https://lwww.international.ucla.edu/apc/event/16996

Tet Parade

Saturday, February 1-8:30 — 11:00am

Bolsa Avenue & Magnolia Street

Bolsa Ave & Magnolia St, Westminster, CA 92683, USA

TIME: Opening Ceremony begins at 8:30 AM; parade begins at 9:30 AM

LOCATION: Parade begins at the intersection of Bolsa Avenue and Magnolia Street, and
heads eastbound on Bolsa Avenue. The Parade will turn right on Bushard Street and head
southbound, ending at Bishop Place.

ATTENDANCE: Attendance for this event is over 15,000 with attendees ranging from seniors
to young children and their families. However, viewership across multiple streaming sites and
channels is over 250,000 internationally.

PRESENTED BY: The City of Westminster

COST: Admission is FREE to the public

Lunar New Year

Saturday, February 1-11:00am — 8:00pm

Court Street Square Park, Downtown San Bernardino
https://sbcity.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AlID=350

UVSA Tét Festival

Jan 31-Feb 2

Garden Grove Park

9301 Westminster Blvd., Garden Grove, CA 92844.
Purchase tickets at:

https://tetfestival.org/

Jan. 25, 26 — 13th Annual Riverside Lunar Festival. It's the Year of the Snake so join this
cultural festival, including lion dances, acrobatic feats, musical entertainment from diverse
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Asian cultures with K-Pop and folk songs and more, for free. Activities also include a car
show, artisan market and carnival rides. On Mission Inn Avenue downtown, between Lime
and Orange streets. Hours: 11 a.m.-8 p.m. Jan. 25; 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Jan. 26. Admission
free. calfestival.com

JapanCraft21 to hold live Zoom Presentation of “Traditional Icons of Japanese Culture” on
Friday, Jan. 24 at 5PM, Pacific Standard Time

Announcing a live ZOOM presentation by JapanCraft21, Steve Beimel: Traditional Icons of
Japanese Culture

Japan is rich in time-honored cultural icons, each with a story that opens doors to a greater
understanding of the culture, seen in fine craftsmanship from wood, stone, ceramics, urushi
lacquer, metal, paper, textiles, and bamboo.

Though historically and culturally significant, these ubiquitous icons are either entirely
unknown to Westerners or considered mere forms of trivia. Who was the “Laughing Buddha,”
the standing raccoon dog wearing a hat, the red-faced man with the long nose, the pure
young girl of the Noh theater mask, the fierce-looking face appearing on temple rooves?
Join us for a fascinating look at Japan through 40 of its most commonly seen icons.
Free-of-charge

"1 North America West Coast: Friday, January 24, 5 pm

1 North America East Coast: Friday, January 24, 8 pm

"1 Japan: Saturday, January 25, 10:00 am

Register here: hitps://forms.qgle/

[from Cultural News]
https://www.jflalc.org/event-details.php/242/built-environment-an-alternative-guide-to-

japan

Once again:

Good Time to stay home if you can and avoid the bad air quality as required. Stay safe and
watch out for curfews and evacuation orders.
Do something virtual if you can get on the internet.

We have had a brief respite in some areas for the time being but the situation may quickly
change.

Another postponed event:

“Due to concerns regarding the ongoing wildfires and unpredictable weather conditions
affecting Los Angeles, the screening of The Toll of the Sea, originally scheduled for January
16th at 6:00 pm, is postponed. This decision was made with the safety and well-being of our
attendees, staff, and the community as our highest priority.

We are currently working to reschedule the event and we will announce the new date as soon

as possible. Please check your email or visit camla.org/upcoming-events for event-related
updates. If you have any immediate questions, feel free to contact us at info@camla.org.
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We appreciate your understanding and patience as we navigate this challenging situation.
Our thoughts are with those impacted by the wildfires, and we encourage everyone to stay
safe and informed during this time.

Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to hosting Unmasking: The Toll of
the Sea on a later date.

The Monterey Park Lunar New Year Festival was scheduled for this weekend:

https://www.montereypark.ca.qov/669/Lunar-New-Year-Festival

but check to see if it is going to be rescheduled.

Likewise the Rancho Cucamonga Lunar Festival is also scheduled for this weekend:

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3rd-annual-2025-rancho-cucamonga-lunar-festival-jan-18-19-
tickets-912889616417

Join the Chinese American Museum on Thursday, January 16th at 6:00 pm at the historic
Pico House (424 N. Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90012) for a special, colorized screening

of The Toll of the Sea (1922). The film, directed by Chester M. Franklin and produced by
Technicolor Motion Picture Corporation, features Anna May Wong at just 17 years old in her
first leading role. Despite being a silent film, Wong’s emotive and expressive nature has led
many to consider The Toll of the Sea as her breakout role in the film industry.

Featured alongside the film screening will be an exclusive commentary and a post-screening
discussion courtesy of Anna Wong, niece of Hollywood star Anna May Wong, and Katie Gee
Salisbury, author of Not Your China Doll.

RSVP today at camla.org/thetoll to join us in watching Anna May Wong shine in her first
leading role and explore her life and enduring legacy through insightful conversations with
experts on the iconic figure. “

https://camla.org/upcoming-events/

Dec 06, 2024 - Jan 05, 2025

Mario Gershom Reyes: OBRAS DE LUZ (Works of Light)

As a photojournalist with The Rafu Shimpo (Los Angeles’s Japanese American newspaper
since 1903), Mario Reyes has documented the milestones, the tragedies, and the victories of
the Japanese American...Japanese American National Museum

100 North Central Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90012

https://www.janm.org/exhibits/mario-reyes
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Team Kawachi Ondo to Perform at New Year’s Event in Little Tokyo
https://www.culturalnews.com/?p=42995

Jan 1, 2025: 26th Annual Japanese New Year's Oshogatsu Festival Event - Little Tokyo,
Japantown (2 Locations: Jan 1, 2025)

Festival Event Time

10:50 am - 4:10 pm

2 Locations for Little Tokyo New Years Events (Los Angeles)

1) Little Tokyo Weller Court: 10:50 am - 3:40 pm

2) Japanese Village Plaza, Little Tokyo: 12:30 am - 4:10 pm
https://www.japanese-city.com/calendar/events/index.php?elD=34933
Weller Court (Downtown LA, Little Tokyo)

123 Astronaut E S Onizuka St.

Los Angeles, CA 90012
https://www.japanese-city.com/calendar/events/index.php?elD=34933

“MUSIC STATION SUPER LIVE 2023” and “Solitary Gourmet New Year’s Eve Special” will be
aired for New Year’s Special

Free Japanese broadcast on KXLA Channel 44.1 on Dec. 29 and Dec. 31 Japan Hollywood
Network (www.jhollywoodnet.com) which provides over-the-air television across the Los
Angeles and Orange County area on channel 44.1 (KXLA) will air “Solitary Gourmet: New
Year’s Eve Special” with English subtitles on December 29 at 6:30 pm for free.
https://www.culturalnews.com/

New Documentary Film: "Back to Our Land
UCLA Asia Pacific Center

The documentary film "Back to Our Land " takes the audience on an emotional
journey with a group from the Tayal village of Sqoyaw as they seek to rediscover their
ancestral homeland, Srasit.

Watch on Youtube

https://www.international.ucla.edu/apc/article/278338

Where | went the past weeks and may have heard of at the last minute (and before, since
webinars are often still available online):

| was at the Homestead Museum for the author’s talks on the book, “Not Your China Doll”
about the life of Anna May Wong. Good complement to the Anna May Wong exhibit at CAMLA
since it give some more background information.

https://www.notyourchinadoll.com/

| made it to the Torrance Cherry Blossom Cultural Festival. The stage was moved to give the
audience more room and the audience eventually turned up in spite of not very promising
showers in the morning. A large assembly of food trucks provided a lot of options and there
seemed to be more vendors than previously. For that matter it was one of the biggest turnouts
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I've seen for this festival. Entertainment was better organized and it kept my attention
throughout the day. My photos at:
http://ikemi.info/Graphics2025/TorranceCherryBlossom2025/index.html

Previously:

| viewed the re-scheduled Golden Dragon Parade in LA Chinatown. My photos at:
http://ikemi.info/Graphics2025/GoldenDragon2025/index.html

| made It to the morning performances at the Shoseian Japanese Tea House Cherry Blossom
Festival. Some of my photos are at:
http://ikemi.info/Graphics2025/Shoseian2025/index.html

| went to the Descanso Gardens to see a presentation on its connection to the Tuna Canyon
detention centers. The camellia collection was purchased at sub-market prices from the
Japanese American owned Star Nursery, one of whose owners was being held at Tuna
Canyon at the same time. Previously, Descanso had claimed that it had paid market price.
Some photos at:

http://ikemi.info/Graphics2025/TunaCanyon2025/index.html

Made it to the JANM to see Sessue Hayakawa in the Dragon Painter, plus a panel discussion.
Some photos from the presentation:
http://ikemi.info/Graphics2025/Hayakawa2025/index.html

Attended the Huntington Library lecture on Japanese Americans who violated the curfew
before they were evacuated.

Visited the Huntington Gardens. Met a docent in the Chinese Garden who explained the
relationship of Japaneses Bonsai to Chinese Penjing which is more comprehensive and the
predecessor. She also explained how the Huntington collection was donated by an
afficionado. Fascinating. Lucky since it wasn’t her normal day to volunteer.

My photos of the visit at:

http://ikemi.info/Graphics2025/Huntington2025/index.html

Made it to the 2n& PCH Lunar New Year Festival in Long Beach. My photos at:
http://ikemi.info/Graphics2025/LBLunar2025/index.html

Also went to the co-located Asian American Expo and Anime Impulse.
http://ikemi.info/Graphics2025/AsianExpo2025/index.html

Visited the
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Alhambra Lunar New Year Festival. Got there in early afternoon but caught some good
entertainment. Photos at:
http://ikemi.info/Graphics2025/Alhambral.unar2025/index.html

Also managed to listen to the
Discover Nikkei Fest, SHARING INTERNATIONAL NIKKEI FAMILY STORIES
webinar panel discusstion while sitting in the Alhambra Library (and walking back to my car)

Also attended one of the Lunar New Year performances at the South Coast Botanic Garden.
The ticketed performance wan only wushu. There was a pop-up performance by the high
school students that had a more general program, but | only caught the tail end of that since |
didn’t see it on the website.

http://ikemi.info/Graphics2025/SCBGLunar2025/index.html

I made it to the Tet Festival in Garden Grove on Saturday but missed the parade, which was
too early in the morning for me. Big event. Didn’t stay for the evening events since | am a
senior citizen. Photos at:

http://ikemi.info/Graphics2025/Tet2025/index.html

On Sunday heard about the Arcadia Lunar New Year fundraiser for teaches who lost their
homes in Altadena. Fun event with entertainment stages and vendors, even wine and beer.
http://ikemi.info/Graphics2025/ArcadiaLunar2025/index.html

Caught the tail end of the Japancraft21 webinar
https://www.japancraft21.com/

More successfully, finished reading

Japanese Agent in Tibet

by Hisao Kiumura

You can still find used copies on Amazon for $47+.
Japanese version of Seven Years in Tibet.

In fact, Dr. Kimura did run into Heinrich Harrer.
Highly recommended.

Watched the panel discussion of the Chinese Exclustion Act documentary on the American
Experience. Next, have to watch the actual documentary.
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/chinese-exclusion-act/

My internet was out this past week so | had trouble virtually checking out the world. Did drive
out to the Citadel Outlets on Friday to got to the top of their parking structure to get a 360 of
the Basin. Looked very nasty towards Pasadena. Altadena is just beyond. Really bad smoke
up there, as one might expect.
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The Citadel looked like it was putting up decorations for Lunar New Year.

According to their website:
https://www.citadeloutlets.com/event/Lunar-New-Year-Celebration/2145579234/

they were planning on a celebration Feb 1-2. We will have to see if that is rescheduled.
When | was there ash was falling and some stores were closed.

Visited the Go For Broke Center and got a guided tour. Learned a few new things.

Checked out the outdoor Shogatsu event at the JANM but didn’t go in since it looked too
crowded for me.

Did attend the Shogatsu festivities at Weller Court today, including the ones noted above

Watched the webinar:

From Past Prejudice to Present Policy: The Impact of Land Ownership Exclusion Laws on
Diverse

Communities presented by the Committee of 100

Watch the webinar replay and sign up for January events

Recording for The Impact of Land
Ownership Exclusion Laws on
Diverse Communities webinar is now
available.

Resources:

LACMA calendar: http://www.lacma.org/events/Calendar.aspx
UCLA Asia Institute calendar:
http://www.international.ucla.edu/asia/events/index.asp?
action=monthview

Japanese American National Museum
http://www.janm.org/events/

CAMLA

http://camla.org/events/calendar.htm

Historic Trails, Modern Tales New sites were added to

our historic trails. Visit trails.camla.org for a self-guided tour of Chinatown. Use your mobile
device along the path and explore the histories of the community.
Korean Cultural Center

http://www.kccla.org/

Japanese American Community Cultural Center
http://jaccc.org/

USC Pacifica Asia Museum
https://pacificasiamuseum.usc.edu/

UCLA Asia Pacific Institute
https://www.international.ucla.edu/asia/

Cultural News

http://www.culturalnews.com/



http://www.janm.org/events/
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Los Angeles Public Library

http://www.lapl.org/events/

Orange County Agricultural and Nikkei Heritage Museum
http://fullertonarboretum.org/

museum_ nikkei.php

www.golittletokyo.com

Articles from the LA Times and other sources:

Yoel Kotkin

&alifornia’s population bump won’t make up for its long term slide

By Joel KotkinContributing writer

April 1, 2025 3 AM PT
attps://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2025-04-01/california-population-census-out-migration
S

L.A.’s Filipino Americans help fuel new trend in election wins

By Dakota SmithStaff Writer

March 28, 2025 8:45 PM PT
https://www.latimes.com/california/newsletter/2025-03-28/I-a-s-filipino-americans-help-fuel-
new-trend-in-election-wins-I-a-on-the-record

Justice Department probes major California universities over ‘illegal DEI’ in admissions

By Jaweed Kaleem and Daniel Miller

Published March 27, 2025 Updated March 28, 2025 2:05 PM PT
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-03-27/justice-department-california-universities-
race-dei-admissions

Inside ‘Maybe Happy Ending,’ the revolutionary robot musical that has Broadway audiences
aglow

By Ashley LeeStaff Writer

March 27, 2025 3 AM PT
https.//www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/story/2025-03-27/maybe-happy-ending-
broadway-musical-asia-revolutionary

L.A. County officially creates the Grand Avenue Cultural District

By Jessica GeltStaff Writer

April 1, 2025 1:51 PM PT
https.//www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/story/2025-04-01/la-county-board-of-supervisors-
grand-avenue-cultural-district-broad

Survivors from Myanmar earthquake still being found, but hopes begin to fade as deaths
exceed 2,700
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The Kennedy Center slashes its social impact team, and why it matters: L.A. arts and culture
this week

By Jessica Gelt

and Ashley Lee
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Is Taiwan the happiest place in Asia?

By Stephanie Yang

and Xin-yun Wu

March 30, 2025 3 AM PT
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Will South Korea’s ‘sensitive’ country designation impair cooperation with the U.S.?

By Max Kim

March 18, 2025 3 AM PT
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Layoffs begin at U.S. health agencies responsible for research, tracking disease and
regulating food

By Carla K. JohnsonAP Medical Writer

April 1, 2025 12:43 PM PT
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Letters to the Editor: Diversity statements still have their place in UC, CSU and community
college hiring
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FCC chair opens investigation into Disney and ABC for DEI practices
By Samantha Masunaga
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Michael Hiltzik

Business

Columbia University’s capitulation to Trump puts academic freedom at risk coast to coast
By Michael Hiltzik

Business ColumnistFollow

March 27, 2025 9:31 AM PT
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Heart Mountain Honors Life and Legacy of Sen. Simpson
bttps://rafu.com/2025/03/heart-mountain-honors-life-and-legacy-of-sen-simpson/

y

Duckworth, Senate Democratic Veterans Slam Trump and Musk for Erasing Legacy of
Rmerican Military Heroes from DoD Websites
https://rafu.com/2025/03/duckworth-senate-democratic-veterans-slam-trump-and-musk-for-
grasing-legacy-of-american-military-heroes-from-dod-websites/

u

BRouth Bay History: Gardena Buddhist church has endured for nearly 100 years despite
8hallenges

fihe first Buddhist churches of any kind in the country were built in the Bay Area in the early
1850s by Chinese migrant workers in the early 1850s.who had come to the U.S. to work in
the mining and railroad industries.

By SAM GNERRE | samgnerre1@gmail.com | Daily Breeze
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@pinion Columnist

The hateful rhetoric against immigrants is nothing new

By AGUSTINA VERGARA CID

UPDATED: March 30, 2025 at 7:42 PM PDT
https://www.dailybreeze.com/2025/03/30/the-hateful-rhetoric-against-immigrants-is-nothing-
new/

‘History repeating itself:’ Japanese Americans, immigrants condemn Trump’s use of 18th
century law
By ALLYSON VERGARA | avergara@scng.com
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Pentagon restores a few webpages honoring servicemembers but still defends DEI purge
A Defense Department webpage honoring Black Medal of Honor recipient Army Maj. Gen.
Charles Calvin Rogers was taken down last week
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